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that Egypt was ruled from Constantinople by a Greek
minority. This was nothing new in itself. For centuries
Egypt had endured foreign masters, but so long as the
Egyptians worshipped Amen-Re and the old gods, they were
a race apart and lived in a different world from that of
Alexandria, always the centre of Greek influence in Egypt.
When the whole country became Christian, however, and
millions of men and women up and down the Nile deserted
the ancient temples and went to church, they found themselves
in the spiritual world of their masters; and the result was the
demand for a national church. Intense racial and other
differences boiled up and took the form of a theological
definition known as Monophysism, which concerns the nature
of our Lord. The Monophysites declared that Christ was not
Man, but only God, and that His earthly life was therefore
only an apparition. This heresy was condemned by the
Council of Chalcedon in 451 A.D., and from that moment the
national church of Egypt separated itself from the rest of
Christendom and went its own way in heresy.

The great bulk of the native-born population of Egypt
either believed in Monophysism, or was ready to believe
because this heresy had been condemned by the Byzantine
Emperor. When the Monophysite Patriarch of Alexandria
was deposed as a heretic, it had the same effect on Fifth
Century Egypt as the exile of Zaghlul Pasha had on nationalist
Egypt in the Twentieth. The whole country went up in riot
and bloodshed, a situation which lasted on and off for nearly
two centuries, as patriarchs representing the Egyptian or the
Greek creeds succeeded each other on the throne. The
riotous monks who broke into Alexandria and supported this
or that patriarch or bishop, burning and slaying and then
rushing back to the desert, were mostly ignorant fellahfa, and
the lover of parallels may see in them a faithful forecast of
the ridiculous student demonstrators of modern Egyptian
politics.

Nevertheless, out of this deplorable situation emerged the
Egyptian National Monophysite Church, which was content
to break away from the rest of Christendom in order to follow
this heresy. It was natural, feeling as they did, that the
Egyptians should wish no longer to use Greek in their churches,